


FROM THE OFFICE OF: Principal Santee

Good morning, Raider Families,

We hope the start of the school year has gone as smoothly as possible for you. We are excited to
be up and running with our new schedule and all the excitement that a new year brings. This week
will kick off many of the fall sport scrimmages and begin some competitions. Friday's are spirit
wear days at Glenbard South! Students should plan to wear their Blue, Red, and White colors every
Friday through the school year. This Friday, August 23rd, we ask that all students and staff wear our
2024-25 Raider t-shirt to celebrate Blue and White Night. We even have a special gift for every
student that wears their shirt this Friday! More information about this below.

We encourage families to be checking PowerSchool for grade updates. We want our students to
start the school year off on the right foot. Turning in all formative assessments is a key to
success! Please engage your student in a conversation as soon as possible if they are missing any
assignments. In most cases, late work is accepted, often until the end of the unit. Students are
also doing a great job following the expectations of keeping cell phones put away during all
instructional classes. We appreciate your support in limiting the distractions during classes.

There is a lot of important information in the newsletter, including important safety updates around
drop off and pick up, as well as bus information. We are looking forward to seeing you on campus
soon, whether that be for Blue and White night, Open House, or other games or events. You are an
integral part of our Raider community. Join us soon!

As always, reach out with any questions or concerns.

With Raider Pride,
Principal Santee

Be sure to follow me for school updates and pictures of Raider life @
X: @GBSraiders @santee_jc
Instagram: @principal_santee

FROM THE OFFICE OF:
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OF INSTRUCTION
Mr. Sean Byrne



We are looking forward to seeing you on Thursday, August 29 for
Open House. Parents with students in Zero-hour PE will meet with
their teacher at 5:45. First Period will begin promptly at 6:00.
Friday, August 30 is a 1:00 pm dismissal for all students.

We will have an optional parent meeting, prior to Open House,
starting at 5:00. At this meeting we will discuss ACT testing this school year and AP/Dual Credit
courses. We want to make sure you have information and the tools necessary to support your
student. This meeting will take place in the Commons.

Friday, October 25, 2024 (non attendance day): Optional PSAT/NMSQT for 11th grade students
Students may use THIS LINK to sign up for the optional PSAT/NMSQT

Tuesday, October 29, 2024: preACT
11th grade only; no classes for 9th, 10th, and 12th grades

Wednesday, April 9, 2025: preACT
9th and 10th grades only; no classes for 11th and 12th grades

Thursday, April 10, 2025: School-day ACT
11th grade only; no classes for 9th, 10th, and 12th grades

May, 2025: AP Testing (Multiple dates; specific dates found on the College Board Website)

Both school days will be early release days for students
(1:00 dismissal).
Registration for Parent-teacher conferences will be done in
Power PTC, which is accessed through PowerSchool.
Families will be sent information about specific
registration dates as soon as it is available.

Wednesday, October 23, conferences will be virtual (on Zoom) from 4 - 8 pm.
Thursday, October 24, conferences will be in person in classrooms, from 2 - 6 pm.
Friday, October 25 is a non-attendance day for all students.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-mQNloKk9TlHAcl4KGf2IIaZuwY9OPXjQmxRlrg2lYvvnIQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/exam-dates


Each year, the College Board awards “AP Scholar Awards” to
recognize high school students who have demonstrated
exemplary college-level achievement on AP Exams. Glenbard
South is excited to celebrate the students listed below for the
honors as noted. Students can print a copy of their award
certificate(s) online, and the awards are reflected on all score
reports sent to colleges after awards are conferred.



FROM THE OFFICE OF:
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OF OPERATION
Mr. Taff Nielsen

Dear Families
We are aware that some families experienced delays with buses recently. We sincerely



apologize for the inconvenience. We are working with our bus
transportation provider,
Safeway Transportation Services, and reinforcing our expectations
for quality and
reliable service. While the typical beginning of the school year

adjustments as drivers
get acclimated with new routes is expected, we understand what that means to families.

There are a variety of factors contributing to this situation, including new drivers, new
buses and new equipment (technology, etc.) We’re also aware of issues with the bus
app, which will allow users to see real-time updates on their bus location. Safeway has
its technical team working to ensure all buses have GPS technology that aligns and
communicates consistently with the app.

We continue to work with Safeway to ensure there is improved on-time service. We
have established a log of all known issues and expect that Safeway will resolve these
issues quickly. We acknowledge that in some cases this has been very disruptive to
families, and resolving this is a top priority for our team. We appreciate your patience.

Each school day, we have a traffic pattern in place between 7:15 AM - 8:00 AM. The morning traffic
pattern is “one-way”. Please enter Glenbard South from Butterfield Rd. and exit using Park Blvd.
Students should be dropped off in the designated area. Do not drop off students on Butterfield Rd.
Once vehicles enter the drop off area, they will be held until students are clear. The next group of
vehicles will pull forward and the process will repeat until all students/staff are safely dropped off
to school. Maintaining the safety of our students as they are dropped off, is a priority. Please be
patient and arrive early to avoid traffic. For safety reasons, do not drop off your student outside of
the drop off area, this includes the visitor parking spaces and directly in front of the main entrance
to the building. DuPage County Sheriff will be on site to assist with a smooth morning drop off.
The lane closest to the stadium should only be used to drive thru or park.



Students can enter the building at Door #1 (Bus/Student Drop off area) or Door #4 (Main Entrance).
Students must show their school ID when entering the building.

At the end of the school day, if you are picking your student up, please meet your student in the
designated student pick up area on the northeast side of the building.



Prestige Photography is coming to Glenbard South High School for
senior portraits. You can go online and schedule your appointment
today! PHOTO DATES are August 26, 27, and 28.

1. Simply go online at www.prestigeportraits.com or call 800-736-
4775

2. Enter the State and City of the school: (Illinois / Glen Ellyn)
3. Follow the prompts to view and confirm your appointment details

Photos will be taken during the school day on October 15. This
will be the last chance for students to get a photo for the
yearbook!

FROM THE OFFICE OF:

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OF STUDENT SERVICES
Ms. Marina Kosak

Mark your calendars…Homecoming is right around the corner. We
will be celebrating Homecoming the week of September 23rd.
Some of our activities will include our annual Games Night on
Monday 9/23, Evening Pep Rally on Wednesday 9/25 and the
Homecoming Dance on Saturday 9/28. We will have more information about ticket sales, themes
and times once we get closer.

http://www.prestigeportraits.com/


Please ask your student if they are on their Class Schoology page.
We have 4 different pages for each of the 4 grades and it is
imperative that your student checks that regularly. We put
announcements on there of which some may have deadlines. Ask
your student if they are able to see that page. If they are not able
to do so they should talk to the our Tech desk about getting
added.

Seniors will be required to attend an overview session on September 6th. After that date, seniors
are encouraged to sign up during Raider Agency for all of the following optional workshops.

From the Office of:
Assistant Principal of Athletics



Mr. Tim Carlson

Blue White Night-Join us on Friday for our annual Blue White Night. This is the kickoff to our fall
sports season. Come see our fall Raiders in action as they prepare for their seasons. Concession
will be open along with spirit wear for sale. This is a great night to show your Raider Pride!



Pediatric Cancer Awareness Week-Glenbard South Athletics will be
partnering with Cal’s Angels to promote awareness for pediatric
cancer the week of September 2-September 6. Our varsity teams
will wear yellow items in their contests and practices during that
week and t-shirts will be sold that week during lunches as the home
football game that week will be a Gold Out to promote the cause. Please join us in supporting a
great cause that whole week as we have many home events.

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction-Glenbard South will induct its 3rd Hall of Fame Class on Thursday,
September 12th at the Carlisle in Lombard. Tickets are available for purchase using the link:
https://gofan.co/event/1533699?schoolId=IL15488. Doors open at 5:00PM. This is a great event to
celebrate some of the very best who have represented Glenbard South and the athletic program
over our proud history.

Larson discusses new school day structure

Welcome to a new school year. We are thrilled to see our students
and excited about
some big changes this year.

Our four high schools have adopted a hybrid block schedule twice a
week, and we
moved our start and dismissal times later each day. These changes
are part of our
focus on providing students with a high-quality learning experience that meets their
needs and prepares them for life after high school.

I am confident that our hybrid block schedule and changes to start and dismissal times
will enhance our students’ learning experience and best prepare them for their future.

What is Changing
Starting this school year, we are implementing a hybrid block schedule on most
Wednesdays and Thursdays. The schedule features:
● Four 90-minute periods.

https://gofan.co/event/1533699?schoolId=IL15488


● Students will attend their odd period classes on Wednesday and their even
period courses on Thursdays.
● 40-minute lunch periods will occur during the third block.

Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays retain the same schedule as this past year: eight
periods per day, with Glenbard Hour (student support time) on Mondays and Fridays.
Each high school will now feature three lunch periods.

We also moved school start and dismissal times 30 minutes later each day of the
week:
● New start time = 8 a.m. New dismissal time = 3 p.m.
● The length of the school day does not change.
● Early dismissal on Tuesdays will continue for teachers to participate in
Professional Learning Communities. This is a time that teachers collaborate to
discuss ways to achieve better results for the students they serve in common
subject areas.
● Research indicates a later start time has physiological benefits for adolescents
that lead to better engagement and increased student learning.

Hybrid Block and Deep Learning Experiences
We are excited to launch a hybrid block schedule that provides our students with
deeper learning experiences. This schedule will also intentionally develop our Profile
of a Graduate competencies within the classroom. Our vision of a Profile of a Graduate
is a student who communicates, thinks critically, creates, collaborates, embraces
diversity and is self-empowered.

The increased opportunities for deep learning drove our decision to adopt the 90-minute
block. This extra time in each class will benefit our students in numerous ways:
● Deep learning and authentic experiences for all students;
● Additional time for projects, labs and other hands-on activities;
● Experiences in classes that mirror college and work scenarios;
● Focus on fewer subjects per day on hybrid block days (four classes
instead of eight);
● Less starting and stopping, transition time between classes;
● Less time on refocusing and warming up to a new subject and class;
● More time for collaboration between students.

Planning and Preparation
Changes of this magnitude require patience and persistence. Students, teachers and
staff are going through an adjustment period as they navigate the new schedule.
However, our teachers and administrators put in the work to make this a successful
transition.

Throughout the 2023-24 school year, our talented educators participated in our
numerous professional development offerings. These sessions prepared them to
effectively plan and teach for deep learning in a block period. They learned about topics
such as: student-led discussion and activities; student supports within the class; student
choice; and teaching about our Profile of a Graduate. This focused professional



development will continue this school year.

I am proud of our students, faculty and staff, and eager to see the innovative work they
do in this new school day structure.

LINK TO BROCHURE ON NEW WEBSITE:
https://gpsparentseries.org/#brochure

https://gpsparentseries.org/#brochure
https://gpsparentseries.org/#brochure


The purpose of the GBS Boosters is to encourage and promote all
extracurricular activities at Glenbard South. GBS Boosters supports
music, arts, academics (scholarships), and after-school clubs in
addition to athletics. GBS Boosters raises money through
membership fees, donations, concessions, Raider Wear sales, and
social events throughout the year. All GBS families, alumni,
teachers, staff members, and members of the community are
invited to become part of the Boosters.
Please consider becoming a Glenbard South Booster. Click on the link below for more information.



Become a Member - Glenbard South Boosters
We invite all community members, alumni, parents, and faculty to
join the Glenbard South Boosters.

launch gsboosters.org

Glenbard South High School

Website: www.glenbardsouthhs.org
Location: 23W200 Butterfield Rd, Glen Ellyn, IL, USA
Phone: 630-469-6500
Twitter: @GBSraiders

Maria Mazza
Maria is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

https://www.gsboosters.org/joinnow
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https://maps.google.com/?q=23W200+Butterfield+Rd,+Glen+Ellyn,+IL+60137,+USA&ftid=0x880e53e78166b12f:0x1c80efa9cab99792
tel:630-469-6500
https://www.twitter.com/@GBSraiders

